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In 1891 Minnesota established its first state park at Lake Itasca, the headwaters of the Mississippi

River. In the century that followed, Minnesotans and tourists from other states have enjoyed hiking,

picnicking, fishing, camping, canoeing, and skiing at Itasca and Minnesotan&#39;s 64 other state

parks. This helpful guide to the past in the parks will be welcomed by people who regularly visit a

favorite Minnesota park, people who have set out to visit every park, and people who are newly

discovering the parks&#39; wonders. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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While the audience for this book may be limited, if you are a lover of Minnesota's state parks - I

have visited 52 of the 71 - this book is a must have.Well written, thouroughly researched and

intelligently organized, it imparts great insight about the history of these special places that many of

us do not know about or take for granted. It certainly has enhanced my apprecation of the parks

knowing the great effort by many people that went into establishing them, and the obstacles that

had to be overcome.The unfortunate reality is that the financial realities of today along with the

indifferent attitudes of the public are making it harder and harder to protect our natural heritage. I

recommend this book especially to the legislature of our state (and other states) in the hope that this

might change.
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